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 Past Connecticut jury instructions can be found at 
https://web.archive.org/web/20120901144624/http://www.jud.ct.gov:80/ji/criminal/indexbystatute htm through selecting the 
specific statute and then toggling to the specific year that you are interested in viewing. 

 
MAXIMUM SENTENCING 
 
Unless the sentence is specifically listed in the statute itself, the following guidelines apply: 
 
Juvenile Sentences 

 §18-65a. Confinement of young and teenage women 
o Imprisonment not to exceed 5 years for women between the ages of 16 and 21 

 §18-73.  Confinement of male children and youths 
o Imprisonment not to exceed 5 years for men between the ages of 16 and 21 

 
Connecticut Violations  

 § 53a-27. Violation: Definition, designation 
o (a) An offense, for which the only sentence authorized is a fine, is a violation unless expressly designated an 

infraction. 
o (b) Every violation defined in this chapter is expressly designated as such. Any offense defined in any other section 

which is not expressly designated a violation or infraction shall be deemed a violation if, notwithstanding any other 
express designation, it is within the definition set forth in subsection (a). 

 §53a-43 Fines for Violations 
o Not to exceed $500 
o In the case of a violation defined in any other section of the general statutes, if the amount of the fine is expressly 

specified in the section that defines the offense, the amount of the fine shall be fixed in accordance with such 
section. 

 
Connecticut Misdemeanors: CONN. GEN. STAT. ANN. §§ 53a-36 Imprisonment for Misdemeanor; 53a-42 Fines for 
Misdemeanors 

 Class A—fine not to exceed $2,000 or imprisonment not to exceed one year 
 Class B—fine not to exceed $1,000 or imprisonment not to exceed six months 
 Class C—fine not to exceed $500 or imprisonment not to exceed three months 
 Class D—fine not to exceed $250 or imprisonment not to exceed 30 days 
 Unclassified—“an amount in accordance with the fine specified in the section of the general statutes that defines or provides 

the penalty for the crime” or “a term in accordance with the sentence specified in the section of the general statues that 
defines or provides for the penalty for the crime” 

 
Connecticut Felonies 

 CONN. GEN. STAT. ANN. § 53a-25 Felony: Definition, classification, designation  
o An offense where a person is sentenced to a term of imprisonment in excess of one year is a felony 
o Felonies are classified as Class A, Class B, Class C, Class D, Class E, Unclassified, and Capital Felonies 
o Any offense defined in any section of the general statutes which, by virtue of an expressly specified sentence, is 

within the definition set forth in subsection (a) of this section, but for which a particular classification is not 
expressly designated, shall be deemed: (1) A class E felony if the maximum term of imprisonment specified is in 
excess of one year but not more than three years; or (2) an unclassified felony if the maximum term of imprisonment 
is otherwise within the definition set forth in subsection (a) of this section. 

 CONN. GEN. STAT. ANN. § 53a-35 Imprisonment for Felony Committed Prior to July 1, 1981  
o (a) For any felony committed prior to July 1, 1981, the sentence of imprisonment shall be an indeterminate 

sentence, except as provided in subsection (d). When such a sentence is imposed the court shall impose a maximum 
term in accordance with the provisions of subsection (b) and the minimum term shall be as provided in subsection 
(c) or (d). 

o (b) The maximum term of an indeterminate sentence shall be fixed by the court and specified in the sentence 
as follows:  

 (1) For a class A felony, life imprisonment;  
 (2) for a class B felony, a term not to exceed twenty years;  
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 (3) for a class C felony, a term not to exceed ten years;  
 (4) for a class D felony, a term not to exceed five years;  
 (5) for an unclassified felony, a term in accordance with the sentence specified in the section of the general 

statutes that defines the crime; and  
 (6) for a capital felony, life imprisonment unless a sentence of death is imposed in accordance with section 

53a-46a. 
o (c) Except as provided in subsection (d) the minimum term of an indeterminate sentence shall be fixed by the court 

and specified in the sentence as follows:  
 (1) For a class A felony, the minimum term shall not be less than ten nor more than twenty-five years;  
 (2) for a class B, C or D felony the court may fix a minimum term of not less than one year nor more than 

one-half of the maximum term imposed, except that (A) where the maximum is less than three years the 
minimum term may be more than one-half the maximum term imposed or (B) when a person is found 
guilty under section 53a-59(a)(1), section 53a-59a, 53a-101(a)(1) or 53a-134(a)(2), the minimum term shall 
be not less than five years and such sentence shall not be suspended or reduced, or when a person is found 
guilty under section 53a-60c, the minimum term shall be not less than three years and such sentence shall 
not be suspended or reduced, or when a person is found guilty under section 53a-60b, the minimum term 
shall be not less than two years and such sentence shall not be suspended or reduced;  

 (3) for an unclassified felony, a term in accordance with the sentence specified in the section of the general 
statutes that defines the crime. 

o (d) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsections (a) and (c), except as provided in subdivision (2) of said 
subsection (c), when a person is sentenced for a class C or D felony or for an unclassified felony, the maximum 
sentence for which does not exceed ten years, the court may impose a definite sentence of imprisonment and fix a 
term of one year or less; except when a person is found guilty under sections 53a-55a, 53a-56a, 53a-60a, 53a-70a, 
53a-72b, 53a-92a, 53a-94a, 53a-102a and 53a-103a, the court shall not fix a term of less than one year. 

 CONN. GEN. STAT. ANN. § 53a-35 Imprisonment for Felony Committed on or After July 1, 1981 
o For any felony committed on or after July 1, 1981, the sentence of imprisonment shall be a definite sentence and, 

unless the section of the general statutes that defines or provides the penalty for the crime specifically provides 
otherwise, the term shall be fixed by the court as follows: 

 (1) (A) For a capital felony committed prior to April 25, 2012, under the provisions of section 53a-54b in 
effect prior to April 25, 2012, a term of life imprisonment without the possibility of release unless a 
sentence of death is imposed in accordance with section 53a-46a, or (B) for the class A felony of murder 
with special circumstances committed on or after April 25, 2012, under the provisions of section 53a-54b in 
effect on or after April 25, 2012, a term of life imprisonment without the possibility of release; 

 (2) For the class A felony of murder, a term not less than twenty-five years nor more than life; 
 (3) For the class A felony of aggravated sexual assault of a minor under section 53a-70c, a term not less 

than twenty-five years or more than fifty years; 
 (4) For a class A felony other than an offense specified in subdivision (2) or (3) of this section, a term not 

less than ten years nor more than twenty-five years; 
 (5) For the class B felony of manslaughter in the first degree with a firearm under section 53a-55a, a term 

not less than five years nor more than forty years; 
 (6) For a class B felony other than manslaughter in the first degree with a firearm under section 53a-55a, a 

term not less than one year nor more than twenty years; 
 (7) For a class C felony, a term not less than one year nor more than ten years; 
 (8) For a class D felony, a term not more than five years;  
 (9) For a class E felony, a term not more than three years; and 
 (10) For an unclassified felony, a term in accordance with the sentence specified in the section of the 

general statutes that defines or provides the penalty for the crime. 
 CONN. GEN. STAT. ANN. § 53a-41 Fines for Felonies 

o A fine for the conviction of a felony shall, unless the section of the general statutes that defines or provides the 
penalty for the crime specifically provides otherwise, be fixed by the court as follows:  

 (1) For a class A felony, an amount not to exceed twenty thousand dollars;  
 (2) for a class B felony, an amount not to exceed fifteen thousand dollars;  
 (3) for a class C felony, an amount not to exceed ten thousand dollars;  
 (4) for a class D felony, an amount not to exceed five thousand dollars;  
 (5) for a class E felony, an amount not to exceed three thousand five hundred dollars; and  
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 (6) for an unclassified felony, an amount in accordance with the fine specified in the section of the general 
statutes that defines or provides the penalty for the crime. 

 
 
RELEVANT GENERIC OFFENSES 
 
“CRIME INVOLVING MORAL TURPITUDE (CIMT)” 

 The Second Circuit has adopted the BIA’s definition of a CIMT, as conduct which is inherently base, vile, or depraved, and 
contrary to the accepted rules of morality and the duties owed between persons, or the duties owed to society in general. See 
Mendez v. Mukasey, 547 F.3d 345, 347 (2d Cir. 2008). 

 
“AGGRAVATED FELONY CRIME OF VIOLENCE” (“COV”) INA §§ 237(a)(2)(A)(iii), 101(a)(43)(F) 

 Includes any COV as defined in 18 U.S.C. § 16 (not including a purely political offense) for which the term of imprisonment 
imposed (regardless of any suspension) is at least one year.  Section 16 defines a COV in two parts, § 16(a) and § 16(b).  
Section 16(a) “any offense that has as an element the use of attempted use or threatened use of physical force against the 
person or property of another.”  In April 2018, the Supreme Court ruled that § 16(b) as incorporated by INA § 101(a)(43)(F) 
is unconstitutionally vague.  See Sessions v. Dimaya, No. 15-1498, ---S. Ct. ---, (April 17, 2018). 

 “Under the plain language of § 16(a), one of the elements of a [COV] must be ‘the use, attempted use, or threatened use of 
physical force against the person or property of another.’” Blake v. Gonzales, 481 F.3d 152, 156 (2d Cir. 2007) quoting 18 
U.S.C. §16(a) and Chrzanoski v. Ashcroft, 327 F.3d 188, 191 & n. 6 (2d Cir. 2003). 

 
“DOMESTIC VIOLENCE, STALKING, AND CHILD ABUSE” INA § 237(a)(2)(E)(i) 

 A crime is a crime of domestic violence if it (1) is a COV as defined by 18 U.S.C. § 16 and (2) the victim was a “protected 
person” within the meaning of 8 U.S.C. § 1227(a)(2)(E)(i).  See U.S. v. Castleman, 134 S.Ct. 1405, n.4 (2014). 

 “Any alien who at any time after admission is convicted of a crime of domestic violence, a crime of stalking, or a crime of 
child abuse, child neglect, or child abandonment is deportable.  For the purposes of this clause, the term ‘crime of domestic 
violence’ means any crime of violence (as defined in section 18 of title 18 of the United States Code) against a person 
committed by a current or former spouse of the person, by an individual with whom the person shares a child in common, by 
an individual who is cohabiting with or has cohabited with the person as a spouse, by an individual similarly situated to a 
spouse of the person under the domestic or family violence laws of the jurisdiction where the offense occurs, or by any other 
individual against a person who is protected from that individual’s acts under the domestic or family violence laws of the 
United States…” 

 
“CERTAIN FIREARMS OFFENSES” INA § 237(a)(2)(C) 

 “Any alien who at any time after admission is convicted under any law of purchasing, selling, offering for sale, exchanging, 
using, owning, possessing, or carrying, or of attempting or conspiring to purchase, sell, offer for sale, exchange, use, own, 
possess, or carry, any weapon, part, or accessory which is a firearm or destructive device (as defined in section 912(a) of title 
18, United States Code) in violation of any law is deportable.” 




