Attorney General Focuses on Asylum
Fraud in Speech at EOIR
Headquarters
Attorney General Jeffrey B. Sessions spoke to employees at EOIR
Headquarters on October 12 2017, and targeted the crisis caused by
fraud and abuse of the immigration process. The Attorney General
identified the gaming of the system being perpetrated by unethical
attorneys and the filing of baseless claims and he called for the
enforcement of penalties for the filing of baseless or fraudulent asylwn
applications. For the full text of the Attorney General's remarks, see
Attorney General Jeff Sessions Delivers Remarks to the Executive
Office for Immigration Review.

EOIR Acting Director Remarks on
Fraud in the Immigration System in
Statement to Congress
On November 1, 2017, Acting Director James McHenry presented at a
hearing before the U.S. House of Representatives, Judiciary
Committee, Subcommittee on Immigration and Border Security,
entitled, "An Overview of the Executive Office for Immigration
Review." In his statement, the Acting Director expressly identified
embellishment, exageration, misrepresentation and fraud as significant
problems in the immigration system which erode respect for the
immigration laws, risk public safety and national security, and create
unnecessary burdens for American taxpayers. For the Director's full
statement, see EOIR Director James McHenry's Remarks to the
Subcommittee on Immigration and Border Security, Committee of the
Judicia1y, United States House of Representatives

EOIR General Counsel Provides
Legal Opinion that Reporting Fraud

Does Not Violate Confidentiality
Laws or Create an Appearance of
Impropriety or Bias
The General Counsel for EOIR. has provided a legal opinion addressing
concerns that reporting suspected fraud and abuse of the immigration
process to EOIR's Fraud Program which have arisen in the course of an
individual's job duties would be improper. The General Counsel
determined that an Immigration Judge or other court staff do not violate
confidentiality laws if they report suspected fraud internally.
Specifically the General Counsel analyzed the propriety of referrals to
the Fraud Program under the Privacy Act, asylum confidentiality
regulations and VAWA provisions and found that the disclosure of
information to Fraud Program personnel was permitted. In addition, the
General Counsel opined that reporting suspected fraud from a case
before an Immigration Judge to the Fraud Program does not create an
appearance of impropriety or bias for the adjudicator. For the full text
of the General Counsel's legal opinion see The EOIR General
Counsel's May 17, 2017, Memorandtun on Reporting Fraud and Abuse

In Focus:

The HSI Forensic Lab: Open for Business
EOIR. s Fraud and Abuse Prevention Program recently visited the
newly renovated Homeland Security Investigations Forensic
Laboratory formerly known as the Forensic Document Laboratory.
Over the past five years, the Forensic Lab has undergone a milliondollar renovation. Given the LabOs recently expanded capabilities and
facilities it stands ready, willing. and ~hie to accept referrals from
DHS. If an Immigration Judge suspects that a document may have been
altered or counterfeited consider requesting the DHS trial attorney in
the matter refer the evidence to the Forensic Lab. Their current
processing time averages one month.
The Forensic Lab offers a range of services, including the examination
of latent prints and Dquestioned documents. For example clients of
the Forensic Lab may submit for review suspicious travel and identity
documents (such as passports, visas driver s licenses, identification
cards and vital records), and the lab will conduct forensic analysis
based on the needs of the client. This may include document
authentication, identification of alterations, common or same source
analysis, handwriting analysis, and other forensic processes. One
notable resource at the Forensic Lab is its document reference library,

which houses hundreds of thousands of real and fake worldwide travel
and identity documents; the Forensic Lab even helped authenticate
several 9/ 11 hijackeIS0 Saudi Arabian passports. Forensic Lab
examiners can also provide expert testimony in administrative and
judicial proceedings. The Forensic Lab is accredited by the American
Society of Crime Laboratory DirectoIS!Laboratory Accreditation
Board.
To learn more about the Forensic Lab, please visit HSI Forensics Lab.

Making a Referral
Please refer any suspicions of fraud, immigration scams, or
unauthorized practitioners to the Fraud Program. You can do so by
callin or emailin the Fraud Counsel Brea Burgie, directly at

You may also refer membeIS of the public to our public email box at
EOIR.Fraud.Program@usdoj.gov or provide them with our new,
dedicated number: (877) 388-3840. This line is staffed by Fraud
Program personnel, who are either bilingual in English/Spanish or have
access to the Language Line interpreteIS.

Lookout List
Persons of Concern (known or suspected individaals eneaging in
fraud or unauthorized practice of law). Click oa each individual's
name for more information, and click oa dae "More" link for other

•

•

•

•

Nathan V anderhoofven: Attorney V anderhoofven was
suspended from the practice of law by EOIR on October 17,
2017, based upon his suspension by the State of Colorado, in
part, due to his facilitation of the unauthorized practice of law.
Bilal Khaleeg: Attorney Bilal Khaleeq has been charged in the
Northern District of Texas for his involvement in a scheme to
obtain immigration benefits through marriage fraud.
Patience Moyo: Ms. Moyo was convicted in Delaware for theft
based upon deceiving individuals into believing she was
authorized to assist them in their immigration matter and
tin
ent for services she did not render.

I

I
The following individuals were notified to cease and desist after
improperly seeking to e-Register as accredited representatives and
are also identified as Persons of Concern:
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I

Addresses of Concern (addresses where unauthorized practice of
law is suspected):
If you see suspicious activity, particularly activity indicating
unauthorized practice of law, please contact our office:

I
I
I
I
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Current Scams
•

42B Receipt for EAD only

Caselaw Update
•

Acguaah v. Sessions, No. 16-3277 {7th Cir.)
The Seventh Circuit found that the BIA erred in concluding that
James Acquaah was ineligible for a fraud waiver under 8 U.S.C.
§ 1227(a)(l)(H). In 1984, Acquaah entered the United States on
a visitor s visa and later obtained conditional permanent
resident status based on a marriage to a United States citizen.
His application to remove the conditions on his residency
sparked proceedings that have spanned more than twenty-five

years. While those proceedings awaited a decision by the BIA,
Acquaah Ds first marriage ended, he remarried and had a
daughter, and he sought and received permanent residency
under a different name on the basis of that second marriage. In
2013 , after the Department of Homeland Security Os motion to
reopen deportation proceedings was granted, an IJ found the
first marriage fraudulent and that Acquaah was ineligible for a
fraud waiver. The fraud waiver finding was upheld by the BIA,
which held that Acquaah was ineligible for a fraud waiver
because he was being deported for having his residence status
terminated, not because of fraud. Acquaah appealed the BIA
decision, successfully arguing that, under the language of the
statue, waivers can be applied to both formal fraud charges and
charges Odirectly resulting D from fraud .
•

Abuya v. Sessions, No. 16-3407 (8th Cir.)
On petition for review, the Eight Circuit agreed that Abuya
entered into a marriage for the purpose of evading the
immigration laws which resulted in a lifetime bar on the
approval of petitions for immigrant status on his behalf.
Unrefuted evidence indicated that the USC petitioner in
applying for public benefits before, during, and after the
marriage represented that she was unmarried and not living with
Abuya. Moreover, an investigation by OHS revealed
inconsistencies in the factual claims of Abuya and the USC
petitioner. The adverse credibility finding was supported by
specific, cogent reasons and the testimony and documentary
evidence submitted by OHS was substantial evidence that
supported the IJ Os finding that the marriage of Abuya and the
USC petitioner was fraudulent.

Other Immigration Fraud In the News
Two Oregon men sentenced for immigration fraud
Department of Homeland Security, Office of the Inspector General,
reports on fraud
School District Executive Director sentenced in conspiracy to
falsify immigration documents
Liberian national found guilty of immigration fraud and perjury

Three government contractors charged with receiving bribes in
exchange for the removal of ISAP electronic monitoring devices
President Trump calls for the imposition and enforcement of
penalties for frivolous, baseless, or fraudulent asylum applications
Pakistani woman admits to marriage fraud scheme
Chinese national sentenced in connection with college admissions
exam scam
ICE fears state court ruling will block iailed illegal immigrants
from deportation

